Carmine and Maria Marra purchased their property in 1920 on a handshake from Joe Desimone, of Pike Place
Market fame. Carmine Marra was born in the Italian province of Avellino southeast of Naples. At first, because
they spoke dissimilar dialects, Carmine and Maria could barely understand one another.
Maria’s father in Brebbia, Italy was so upset when he learned of their marriage that he
was prepared to pay for an annulment and passage for his daughter’s return home. Still,
Carmine won over Maria and promised her a beautiful piano to grace their home. Their
marriage lasted over 59 years and produced eight children, 12 grandchildren, and an
old piano whose keys sometimes stuck.

>4 The Italian families in South Park would work their farms seven days a week from
N before dawn until well after sunset, although Sunday afternoons were usually set aside
q.? for rest and relaxation. Japanese families also owned property that many lost when they
- were interned for the duration of World War II. The post-war years also marked the end
] y of many of the local South Park farms. In 1935 there were 154,274 acres of farmland in
:‘\ﬁ\‘“ﬁ; King County. By 1967 less than 50,000 remained. Here in South Park, the farms gave
camine and Maria Mamawithtwoof  WAY t0 Warehouses, manufacturing plants, and business parks, ending an era in

their children, Anna DeQuerico (born H H
1811) and Minnie Hordan (born 1813) Seattle S hIStOI’y.

Carmine y Maria Marra adquirieron su propiedad en el afio 1920, con un apretéon de manos, de Joe Desimone,
del famoso Pike Place Market. Carmine Marra nacié en la provincia italiana de Avelino, al sur de Napoles. Al
principio, debido a que hablaban dialectos distintos, Carmine y Maria apenas podian entenderse el uno al otro.
El padre de Maria en Brebbia, Italia, estaba tan enfadado cuando se enteré de su matrimonio, que estaba
dispuesto a pagar por una anulacion y un pasaje para que su hija vuelva a
casa. A pesar de eso, Carmine persuadio a Maria y le prometié un hermoso
piano para adornar su casa. Su matrimonio duré mas de 59 afios y tuvieron
ocho nifios, 12 nietos y un piano antiguo, cuyas teclas algunas veces se
trancaban.

Las familias italianas en South Park trabajarian sus granjas siete dias a la
semana, desde antes del amanecer hasta bien pasada la tarde, aunque las
tardes del domingo se las reservaba normalmente para el descanso y el
esparcimiento. Las familias japonesas también poseian propiedades que
muchos perdieron cuando fueron confinados por la duracién de la Segunda
Guerra Mundial. Los afios de la posguerra también marcaron el final de
muchas de las granjas locales de South Park. En 1935, habia en King
County 154,274 acres de sembradios. Hasta el afio 1967, quedaron menos
de 50,000. Aqui en South Park, las granjas cedieron el paso a almacenes,
fabricas y parques de negocios, poniendo fin a una era en la historia de Seattle.
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